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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS                     Approved 5/28/13 

COUNTY OF NEWPORT 

 

At a meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Tiverton, County and State aforesaid, held at the Tiverton 

Town Hall, 343  Highland  Road,  on the 13th day of May  2013 A.D. at 7:0 0 p.m. 

 

President Roderick opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

Roll Call:  Edward A. Roderick-President       Joan B. Chabot          Jay J. Lambert   

      Denise M. deMedeiros-Vice President     William P. Gerlach        Brett N. Pelletier  

      James Arruda                   
    

Town Administrator, James C. Goncalo and Assistant Town Solicitor, Gina DiCenso were also present. Solicitor 

Teitz was a later arrival.  

 

Approval of Consent Agenda: 

All items listed with (CA) are to be considered routine by the Town Council and will be enacted by one motion.  

There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a member of the Council or a member of the public so 

requests, in which event the item will be removed from Consent Agenda (CA) consideration and considered in its 

normal sequence on the agenda. 

 

President Roderick read the items on the Consent Agenda, requested removals. Town Clerk Nancy Mello 

requested removal of item CA8, Leroy Kendricks, Wastewater Management – Request Scheduling and 

Advertising of Public Input Hearing on May 28, 2013 on Wastewater Facilities Plan Update. 

 

Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor Gerlach to approve the items on the Consent 

Agenda except for item CA8, removal request by the Town Clerk. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

The Consent Agenda was as follows: 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A-1-Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings: 

a. Approval of Minutes Regular Council Meeting April 22, 2013 - Executive Session Not Held 

b. Approval of Special Meeting/Joint Workshop Minutes of Council Meeting April 29, 2013 

c. Approval of Executive Session Minutes From March 25, 2013 

A-2-Receipt of Minutes from the Following Boards, Commissions: 

a.Cemetery Commission   e. Police Pension Board of Trustees (2) 

b.Conservation Commission               f.  Planning Board 

c.Art Council                 g.  Recreation Commission 

d.Board of Canvassers 

A-3-Correspondence – Receive and File 

a.Charlestown Town Council–Resolution Opposing Contract Continuation Legislation 

b.Middletown Town Council – Resolution Supporting Senate Bill 209 Changing the Composition of the RI 

Turnpike and Bridge Authority And Senate Bill No.242 Establishing a Bridge Maintenance Fund  

c.Sally Black, Tiverton School Committee Chairperson – Letter Regarding School Committee Vote to Oppose 

House Bill H5340 Regarding Binding Arbitration 

d.Bernie Hicks, Adoption Rhode Island- Letter Requesting Support for Fundraiser  

e.Barbara Pelletier, Report of the March 19, 2013 Newport & Bristol County Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Board of Directors Meeting 

f.Town of North Smithfield – Resolution Relative to Bus Monitors 

g.Town of Exeter – Resolution Opposing Legislation Relating to Agriculture and Forestry – Renewable Energy 

Facilities 
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A-4-Treasurer Denise Saurette – April Budget and Revenue Reports 

A-5-Kate Michaud, Planning Administrative Officer – April 2013 Activities Report 

a. Distribution of “Timing is Everything” From RI Statewide Planning Relative to Comp Plan           

A-6-Jane Bitto, Evelyn’s Restaurant – Request Scheduling of Public Hearing on June 24, 2013 for Sound 

Variance  For Event “Singing Out Against Hunger “ To Take Place On September 13, September 14, and 

September 15 

A-7-Coastal Roasters – Request Scheduling of Public Hearing on June 24, 2013 for Sound Variance For 

Event “Singing Out Against Hunger” To Take Place On September 14th and September 15
th

   

A-9- Kathleen Thiboutot/Healthy Haven, 80 Main Road – Request Amendment to Sign Ordinance to 

Allow Additional Signage for Business – Referred to Planning Board 

A-10-Harbor and Coastal Waters Management Commission – Responses to CRMC Notices 

 

BUSINESS BROUGHT BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

Leroy Kendricks, Wastewater Management – Request Scheduling and Advertising of Public Input 

Hearing on May 28, 2013 on Wastewater Facilities Plan Update  

Town Clerk Mello had attended the last meeting from Wastewater Management on the proposed Sewer 

Construction Plan which was held here at the Town Hall. That meeting was well attended by 90 people, the two 

prior meetings Wastewater had were also well attended. Cannot handle this public input hearing at the next 

Council meeting, already have two public hearings scheduled on that night. Discussed with Mr. Kendricks, 

Wastewater Commission Chair, to schedule a special meeting at the High School. Can email the Council 

President when a date is set. 

 

 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor deMedeiros to table item Ca8, Leroy 

Kendricks, Wastewater Management – Request Scheduling and Advertising of Public Input Hearing on May 28, 

2013 on Wastewater Facilities Plan Update. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 

Barbara Pelletier talked to the Department of Transportation (DOT) about putting a dog park at the commuter lot 

when it is renovated. The DOT asks the Town to formally submit a request by the Administrator and the Town 

Council will get a set of plans from Kate Michaud, Planning Board Administrative Officer. Last week attended a 

lengthy meeting on tourism from the RI Economic Development Foundation, talked about tourism from China, 

would be good for meals and hotel tax. The tourism brochure will be printed this week. Jim O’Dell cautioned 

about the Pump Out Boat request, will take more than $3,000 to get the boat going. Suggested joining the lawsuit 

for the Sakonnet Bridge, toll will hurt, will cost several thousand for contractors. President Roderick planned to 

put this on the next agenda.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS & PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS:  

Linda Larsen, Tiverton First, Tiverton Education Foundation – Celebrate Tiverton – Presentation on 

Three Day Celebration Events July 26, 27 and 28 

a.Vote on Entertainment/Special Event Permit for Music at the Gazebo on Middle Avenue Friday, July 

26
th

 5:30pm to 7:15pm 

b.Request Approval to Hold Celebrate Tiverton Parade – Saturday, July 27
th

, 10am to 12 pm Main Road – 

State Road 

c.Vote on Permit for 5K Race Sunday, July 28, 10am to 12pm– High School Track, Along Brayton Road, 

North Christopher, South Christopher and Ranger Elementary School – Police Chief Blakey 

Recommendation 

d.Vote on Permission for Bonfire and Kayak Cruise – Subject to Recreation Committee Approval - On 

Next Recreation Commission Agenda  

Linda Larsen appeared before the Council with Phil Schuyler for Tiverton First and the Tiverton Education 

Foundation (TEF) on the submitted proposal for a three day event, July 26 to July 28. Sponsored by Tiverton 

First, a non-profit community organization. Submitted to the Town Clerk a copy of the filing as a non-profit. This 

is a work in progress, have some drafts. Two events still need to be discussed with the Recreation Commission at 

their next meeting. On July 26
th
 will have music at the gazebo on Middle Avenue, acoustic guitars, limited 
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amplification, application attached. Worked with Police Chief Thomas Blakey on the blocked streets. Music from 

5:30 to 7:30 pm. Expect the public to walk to Main Road to Grinnell’s Beach for a view of the flotilla of lights 

sponsored by the Tiverton Yacht Club. Hoping to have a bonfire, meeting with Chief Lloyd. On July 27
th
 will 

have a parade from 10am to Noon, applied to the State, Chief Blakey supports, parade sponsored by TEF. Staging 

areas back of old Ponta, route going past VFW, up to Judson Street, left on Main Road to the Little Bear. Will 

work with the Chief to ensure safety, participant applications available from www.celebratetiverton.org. There 

will be a cookout sponsored by Sandywoods from 5-7pm, they have permits in place. On Sunday the 28
th
 from 10 

am to noon a 5k run sponsored by TEF and the High School Athletic Department will be at the High School. The 

Town does not have a permit for road use at this time; have a letter of recommendation from Chief Blakey. 

Looking at a tentative kayak cruise, looking for a sponsor, have not met with Recreation yet. Looking for 

donations and sponsors.  

 

 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor deMedeiros to adopt the Celebrate Tiverton 

program as identified in items B1a-d as particularly described in the attachments 1a, b, c and d, subject to 

meeting all legal requirements.  Assistant Solicitor DiCenso suggested each item be voted on separately.  

 

 Councilor Lambert referenced the attachments because of the broader descriptions, will incorporate by 

reference. Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor deMedeiros to adopt item B1a subject to 

meeting all legal requirements. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor deMedeiros to approve item 1b subject to 

meeting all legal requirements. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor deMedeiros to approve item 1c subject to 

meeting all legal requirements. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor deMedeiros to approve item 1d subject to 

meeting all legal requirements. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Garry Plunkett – Update on Various Wind Energy Interests in Tiverton 

 Status of EBEC 

 Ongoing Development Interests on the Part of Apex Wind 

 Status of Gathering Wind Energy Data at the Industrial Park 

Garry Plunkett and Dennis Culberson, Tiverton representatives to the East Bay Energy Consortium (EBEC) 

provided a general update on wind energy in Tiverton. The effort to get legislation to form a public corporation 

failed last year, effort to regroup. Mr. Plunkett’s personal view, no active effort to restart state legislation, do not 

see this as politically happening, should look in a different direction. EBEC does have the funds to discuss the 

MET data, will continue to gather valuable information with two years of data. Apex is still interested in the 

Tiverton area, are negotiating with the two water authorities for rights on those properties. Suggest forming and 

developing a policy for the Industrial Park (the Park), impacts a developer, should be clear what the Town policy 

is for wind energy in the Park. The next good step would be to have a meeting with all the stakeholders. Should 

consider Apex, the EDC, Planning Board, the Council and the Water Authorities. Should give concrete direction 

to the Planning Board to write the wind turbine ordinance. Strongly urge the ordinance provision for any wind 

energy project in the area be developed as one master plan. Town government should not operate, should be a 

private project. Councilor Lambert questioned how would the legislature address wind turbine companies going 

out of business. Mr. Plunkett explained most of the industry is a success, private developers have the incentive. 

Councilor Lambert was concerned what it would be in 25-30 years and the specific legislation to address that 

issue.  

 

Councilor Gerlach cautioned, is a certain amount of risk, critical to let the MET tower take its course, the State is 

still working on siting guidelines, like to move forward with a joint workshop to continue the discussion. 

President Roderick agreed, is an issue, wind and solar are part of the future. Councilor Pelletier agreed, with the 

Master Plan process the Planning Board can require a bond or cash payment. Mr. Plunkett pointed out the 
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Planning Board did create a draft ordinance some time ago including provisions for surety. President Roderick 

suggested the Clerk get dates, probably the end of June or July at the earliest. Mr. Plunkett suggested having 

Apex there, President Roderick noted they should not be part of the panel but could answer technical questions. 

Mr. Plunkett noted Dan Mendelsohn is an independent person experienced in wind energy. Councilor Chabot 

questioned if meeting minutes would be posted on the Secretary of State’s website. Mr. Culberson explained, was 

not clear, are new guidelines about posting minutes, trying to figure out the best way, will be talking about a 

public resource officer in June. President Roderick thanked both for the update does appreciate the work.  

 

Denise Saurette, Town Treasurer – Brief Presentation on “AccuFund” – New G/L Software  

Denise Saurette, Town Treasurer explained the plan to use new software for the next fiscal year. The budget and 

revenue reports currently generated can’t do a lot, had problems today with getting two different balances. The 

AccuFund Accounting Software is affordable, functional; core system comes with everything, ability to add 

modules like a budget development module costing $1,200, reasonably priced. The software costs less than 

$7,000, easy to use, crosses years, can analyze data over several years; company provides a flexible payment 

plan. Maintenance is based on 25% of the cost of the software, substantial savings over what is currently in use. 

Will host on the Town server, can transfer the chart of accounts but have to add one more digit. According to the 

State procurement representative certain software is exempt from going out for proposals. At the end of this FY 

will have the unspent money from GASB 45 and other areas for the funds. President Roderick thanked the 

Treasurer for the update.  

 

 

The Town Council was sitting as the Board of Licensing Commissioners: 

 

TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS BOARD OF LICENSING BOARD OF LICENSING-  

NON ADVERTISED LICENSE 

Raymond LePage, St. Theresa’s Parish, 265 Stafford Road – Request (3) Class F – One Day 

Liquor Licenses for Annual Parish Festival Subject to Meeting All Legal Requirements 

August 2, 2013 between 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., August 3, 2013 between 12:00 p.m.to 11:00 p.m.  

August 4, 2013 between 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
Chief Blakey explained, no disqualifiers, recommended approval. 

 

 Councilor Pelletier made a motion, seconded by Councilor deMedeiros to approve the request from 

Raymond LePage, St. Theresa’s Parish, 265 Stafford Road for (3) Class F-One Day Liquor Licenses for August 

2, 2013 from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., August 3, 2013 from 12:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. and August 4, 2013 from 

12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., subject to meeting all legal requirements. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Euro Gifts LLC d/ b/a Firework Connection– Requests Approval of Fireworks Permit at 34  Main Road, 

From May 13, 2013 to November 30, 2013 – Subject To Meeting All Legal Requirements –    Response 

From Fire Department 

Chief Lloyd recommended approval per the attached Fire Marshall letter; Town Clerk Mello added the license 

will not be issued until the Chief signs off. This request is for a year round license; in the same location has a 

different name. President Roderick pointed out is still subject to all legal requirements.  

 

 Councilor Pelletier made a motion, seconded by Councilor deMedeiros to approve the request from Euro 

Gifts LLC d/b/a Firework Connection for a Fireworks Permit at 34 Main Road from May 13, 2013 to November 

30, 2013, subject to meeting all legal requirements. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

BJ Alan d/ b/a Phantom Fireworks– Requests Approval of Holiday License and Fireworks Permit at 526  

Main Road, From June 22, 2013 to July 6, 2013 – Subject To Meeting All Legal Requirements – Response 

From Fire Department 

 Councilor Pelletier made a motion, seconded by Councilor Gerlach to approve a Holiday License for BJ 

Alan d/b/a Phantom Fireworks at 526 Main Road from June 22, 2013 to July 6, 2013, subject to meeting all legal 

requirements. Motion passed unanimously. 
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 Councilor Pelletier made a motion, seconded by Councilor deMedeiros to approve a Fireworks Permit, 

subject to meeting all legal requirements at 526 Main Road from June 22, 2013 to July 6, 2013 for BJ Alan d/b/a 

Phantom Fireworks. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS: 
APPOINTMENTS AND REAPPOINTMENTS GROUP “A” ADVERTISED PER POLICY TERMS BEGIN APRIL 15TH 

Conservation Commission - 3 Year Term Expiring April 15, 2016 - Patricia M. Hilton, 99 Peaceful Way 

Trish Hilton appeared before the Council seeking reappointment, enjoys working on this commission. 

 

 Councilor Gerlach made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chabot to reappoint Patricia M. Hilton, 99 

Peaceful Way to the Conservation to a 3 year term expiring April 15, 2016. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Comprehensive Plan Advisory Comm - Term Exp January 5, 2015 – App’t of Two Council Members   

Administrator Goncalo requested the appointment of two Council members as ex officio to the Comprehensive 

Plan Advisory Committee (CPAC). President Roderick recalled Councilor Gerlach previously expressed interest, 

Councilor Chabot also volunteered to be on the Committee.  

 

 Councilor Pelletier made a motion, seconded by Councilor deMedeiros to appoint Councilor William 

Gerlach and Councilor Joan Chabot to the Comprehensive Plan Advisory (ex officio) to a term expiring January 

5, 2015. Motion passed unanimously.  
 

RESIGNATION 

Recreation Commission - Richard E. Bush III, 51 Deer Run Road 

President Roderick read a portion of the letter the Town Administrator sent to Mr. Bush regarding Absenteeism, 

a committee member who does not attend at least sixty-six and two-thirds (66 2/3) percent of regularly scheduled 

meetings of the Board/Commission, during a one year period, shall be considered removed from such 

Commission. President Roderick requested the Clerk send Mr. Bush a letter thanking him for his past service.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Councilor Arruda - Request For Approval to Modify Rules and Regulations at Town Farm to Allow Pets 

on Walking Track as Long as They Are Leashed at All Times and Attended.  Owners Are Required to 

Clean Up After Their Pets.  A Dog Station Will be Installed for Their Convenience 

Councilor Arruda, put on to discuss and to follow due process, to see if this should go forward. Councilor Arruda 

was not in favor, numerous recreation fields at the Town Farm with lots of children at the playground in close 

proximity to the track. President Roderick requested comments from the Council, reminded not a public hearing 

but will allow people to speak on this topic. Councilor Lambert, surprised Barbara Pelletier favored this proposal, 

just too many people at Town Farm. Bob Martin, Maintenance Foreman, has investigated, Recreation 

Commission discussed several times, voted against it. A small number of people do not abide by the law; do not 

pick up the waste. Deb Ebbitt added the EPA has labeled dog waste as a pollutant; do agree with Mrs. Pelletier 

on the need for a dog park. The dog officer should enforce at the lower field. Chief Blakey noted the animal 

control officer has been doing double duty as a dispatcher, will try to vary hours, check on the lower field and on 

some weekends. 

 

FINANCIAL BUSINESS: 

Town Administrator – Requests Authorization to Transfer $57,715.91From Acct #102-799 (Future Needs) 

to Various Police and Fire Accounts (Contract Negotiations) 

Administrator Goncalo requested a transfer of funds from the Future Needs for the end of the fiscal year, 

included costs from ratified contracts. President Roderick questioned the one cent difference between the heading 

on the agenda and the agenda request itself. Town Clerk explained there was a typo on the agenda. 

 

 Councilor Arruda made a motion , seconded by Councilor Gerlach to approve as amended from the 

agenda to Transfer $57,715.91 from Account #102-799 (Future Needs) to Various Police and Fire Accounts. 

Motion passed unanimously.  
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Toni Lyn McGowan, Tax Collector – Requests Council Approval to Abate and Remove $16,149.78 in 

Motor Vehicle and Tangible Uncollectable 

Toni Lyn McGowan, Tax Collector requested Council approval to abate and remove a total of $16,149.78 in 

uncollectable accounts. The delinquent accounts have been sent to the Rossi Collection agency, have exhausted 

all methods to collect, now beyond the statute of limitations, considered uncollectable. 

 

 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chabot to approve the request to Abate and 

Remove $16,149.78 in Motor Vehicle and Tangible Uncollectable. Motion passed unanimously.  

  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Town Administrator – Ratification of Tax Collector 3-Year Contract – July 1, 2012 Through June 30, 2015 

– Toni Lyn McGowan – Noticed per Charter 

Town Administrator – Ratification of Fire Chief 3-Year Contract – January 4, 2013 Through January 3, 

2016 – Chief Robert Lloyd – Noticed per Charter 

Town Administrator – Ratification of DPW Director 3 – Year Contract – January 7, 2013 Through 

January 6, 2016 – Stephen Berlucchi – Noticed per Charter 

President Roderick noted there were five contacts on the agenda for ratification. T/A Goncalo requested these 

contracts be ratified, has one correction for the Building Official contract. Ms. McGowan explained the 

Department Heads worked together as a group, happy with the results. Councilor Pelletier noted in the Executive 

Session packet were the performance evaluations which were not on the agenda for these contracts which should 

be on the next agenda so the Council can discuss and review the performance evaluations. The last three contract 

renewals did not have the evaluations, did not occur at the time, should not receive after the fact, not on the 

agenda, need to notice the people on the evaluations. Suggest postponing for notice and discussion of the 

performance evaluations before any more contracts are awarded. Assistant Solicitor DiCenso explained, are 

entitled to be confidential, they can request to have in open session. Councilor deMedeiros pointed out the 

Council has not done a performance evaluation for the Administrator, should wait four weeks. Councilor Arruda 

suggested taking three of them at the next meeting. Town Clerk Mello explained steps need to be taken for the 

Administrator evaluation, can do the evaluations in Executive Session then approve the contracts.  

 

 Councilor Pelletier made a motion, seconded by Councilor deMedeiros to place the three contract 

ratifications for Toni Lyn McGowan, Chief Lloyd and DPW Director Stephen Berlucchi on the May 28, 2013 

meeting agenda and notice the three individuals for Executive or Open Session for evaluations that meeting. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Town Administrator – Ratification of Building Official 3 – Year Contract – March 20, 2013 Through 

March 19, 2016 – Gareth Eames – Noticed per Charter 

 

Town Administrator – Ratification of Town Administrator 3 – Year Contract – August 15, 2012 Through 

August 14, 2015 – James Goncalo – Noticed per Charter 

 Councilor Pelletier made a motion, seconded by Councilor Arruda to schedule the ratification of Building 

Official contract for Gareth Eames and Town Administrator Jim Goncalo for the June 10, 2013 meeting and 

notice both individuals for Executive or Open Session on evaluations. Motion passed unanimously. 

Town Clerk will schedule contracts and evaluations on the same night.  

 

BIDS AND REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS: 

DPW Director Berlucchi – Request Authorization to Advertise for Bids to Purchase (2) Two, 40 Cubic 

Yard Roll-Off Containers for Landfill Recycling 

DPW Director Berlucchi requested permission to advertise for bids to purchase two, 40 cubic yard roll-off 

containers used for recycling. DPW Director Berlucchi explained funds from RI Resource Recovery recycling 

efforts approximate $34,000, attached a benefit of the cost analysis, when the landfill closes will have to 

purchase some sort of recycling service, logically this would be the way to go. Envision this as a start, eventually 

hoping to buy a truck to haul the containers. Currently when the trailer is hauled to New Bedford three men at 

approximately $75/hour do the job for 3-4 hours.  
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 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chabot to approve the request to Advertise 

for Bids to Purchase (2) Two, 40 Cubic Yard Roll-Off Containers for Landfill Recycling. Motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

Director Berlucchi requested the Clerk change the bid due date to May 23
rd

. Town Clerk will adjust the date 

according to newspaper deadlines.  

 

DPW Director Berlucchi – Request Authorization to Advertise for Bids to Purchase a Chipper 

DPW Director Berlucchi requested permission to advertise for bids to purchase a chipper. Currently use one that 

is 22 years old, hard to get parts, can get $4,000 to 5,000 for a trade in. Will get over $33,000 from FEMA 

reimbursement funds, is an opportunity to prepare for a major event without going to the taxpayers.  

 

 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chabot to approve the request to Advertise 

for Bids to Purchase a Chipper. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Toni Lyn McGowan, Tax Collector – Request Waiver of Bid Process for the 2013 Tax Bills 

Toni Lyn McGowan, Tax Collector requested waiver of the bid process for the 2013 tax bills. Explained this 

company is extremely competitive in pricing, reliable, recommend using again. The increase was nominal, mostly 

insert fee increases.  

 

 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chabot to approve the request from the Tax 

Collector for Waiver of Bid Process for the 2013 Tax Bills as presented and explained as set forth in agenda item 

H3. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Town Administrator – Requests Permission to Advertise Bids for Fuel Monitoring System for All Vehicles 

Utilizing Town Fuel 

T/A Goncalo explained, has been looking at a Fuel Monitoring System (FMS) to control and reporting usage. 

Plan to move the Police tank to the Highway Garage ourselves; this is to purchase the necessary software, 

hardware, keys and identification cards. Currently fill out a slip of paper; funding will come from all departments 

do have a two year use analysis, will get out of this year’s budget.  

 

 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chabot to approve the request to Solicit Bids 

for a Fuel Monitoring System for All Vehicles Utilizing Town Fuel both Gas and Diesel as presented in item H4. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Solicitor Teitz arrived at this time, 8:45 p.m. 

 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR ITEMS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Town Administrator – Requesting Council Direction on Potential Pump-out Boat Located in California 

Recommendation by Harbor and Coastal Waters Management Commission 

T/A Goncalo explained the Pump Out Boat in California was inspected at a cost of $400; the report is in the 

packet with a recommendation from the Chair of the Harbor Commission. Looking to the Council for direction to 

get the boat of not. Councilor deMedeiros recalled it was pending inspection, believed the Council was going to 

review. Bruce Cox, Harbor Commission Chair, explained David Vannier spoke to the inspector, was in 

exceptional condition, a good asset, engine needs tuning up, recommendation is to get the asset here. Potential for 

using for firefighting exists, has multiple use opportunities, delivered for free, no strings attached. Councilor 

Lambert recalled the Council agreed to take the boat once inspected, should arrange for delivery. Councilor 

Pelletier agreed with that recollection. Councilor Arruda pointed out there was a cylinder on the boat in question, 

would have to put some money in to get operational. Chairman Cox estimated $3,000 to get seaworthy. Councilor 

Chabot agreed with the comments earlier from Mr. O’Dell, will cost more than the $3,000, an issue with the 

compressor, is a fresh water boat needs some undercoating, is against.  
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 Councilor Pelletier made a motion, seconded by Lambert to accept the Pump Out Boat donation based on 

the recommendation of the Harbor and Coastal Waters Management Commission and the attached Wilson’s 

Paradise Marine Inspection completed on April 30, 2013. The motion passed on a vote of 4-3, Councilors Arruda, 

Chabot and deMedeiros opposed.  

 

Scheduling of Site Walk – Tiverton Crossings 

T/A Goncalo explained, from the joint meeting with the Planning Board, a site walk was proposed, need to 

schedule a date. Solicitor Teitz pointed out if four or more Councilors decide to go on the site walk will post as a 

Council workshop; will be open to the public. Councilor Pelletier reminded June 1
st
 was the library book fair. 

Solicitor Teitz requested the Councilors notify the Clerk as done in the past.  

 

COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS, COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS: 

Councilor Gerlach – Update on Meetings With DEM Officials Regarding Stafford Pond 

Councilor Gerlach updated the Council on meeting with DEM regarding Stafford Pond. Thanked Trish Hilton, 

Conservation Commission member for being able to attend a couple of the meetings. Will be meeting with DEM 

Director Janet Coit on May 15th, requested a small group to lay out the Town’s concerns and the needs on both 

sides. Met last week, the Town stressed concerns about the water quality of Stafford Pond as a drinking source, 

discussed the risk of increased activities and the steps to take to mitigate.  

 

Councilor Arruda – Update on Pocasset School Drainage Issue 

Councilor Arruda was happy to report the work was almost done at Pocasset School, just need asphalt around the 

drain, reseed. Worked quickly, to date no water is collecting in the parking lot. Councilor Chabot reminded, the 

Arts Council invites the public to the reception on May 19 from 2-4pm at the Town Hall. The watercolors were 

done by the Senior Citizen art class. President Roderick went to 3 events put on by High School seniors, proud as 

a Tivertonian. One was a play directed by a High School senior, another was a charity walk Senior project and 

another was a musical by the High School singers 

 

TOWN SOLICITOR – ITEMS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Bay Street Contamination – Hoffman Engineering, Inc. Invoice (Paid From Settlement Funds) 

Solicitor Teitz had provided an invoice from Hoffman Engineering showing some of the work paid by resident’s 

settlement funds, closing in on this project.  

 

Community Center – Amendment to Policy for Use of Facilities in Town Buildings 

Solicitor Teitz discussed the proposed amendment for buildings use, requested by the Clerk. General concern not 

meant for regular use of businesses or people doing business under the auspices of educational institutions. Not 

designed for regular classes where tuition is being charged. Those changes can be seen on page 1. The second set 

of changes for Judson Street due to the continued deterioration the building, restricting in general to not more 

than groups of ten people. The second part of that change is the shared parking lot with the Church, should not be 

for a large group on Sundays when the church is using. As a policy this does not need further advertising. Town 

Clerk Mello explained this came about from the driver’s ed class being conducted there for over a year. Did not 

have class there last month, have 27 youths in that class, suggested the instructor come and speak tonight. The 

Clerk had a problem with condition of building and liability; they can see the Administrator to sign for it. Did 

forewarn the instructor this class could not continue, do not have staff there on weekends. The deck and the 

bathrooms in that building need work. Town Boards and Commissions mostly meet there, sometimes ENACT 

and Paws Watch as well, bringing to the Council to determine. T/A Goncalo agreed, the building is deteriorating, 

do not have the funds to repair, functional at this point, trying to limit use, concur with the Clerk, recommend 

adoption.  

 

Councilor Chabot questioned if this would affect art classes at the Senior Center. Solicitor Teitz explained the art 

class was a function of the Town, not affected. Was giving the School Department the same priority as other 

boards and commissions as shown in the change on page 1. 
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 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor Pelletier to approve the Amendment to Policy 

for Use of Facilities in Town Buildings as set forth in agenda item K2. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

The adopted amended policy attached at end of minutes. 

 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR ITEMS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: Continued 

1. Estimate 340 residents qualified for the Pay As You Throw free bags.  

2. Paving Summit Ave., Lewis St., Oakland and Chace Ave. On May 16
th
 paving Allen, Hope and Vallee St. 

President Roderick suggested sending the Council a notice. 

3. A walkathon for the library fund, High School track, 5K applications, cost $20 per individual, $10 per family. 

Being held on Saturday, June 1
st
 at 8am. 

4. Collected $239,000 in late tax fees, under certain conditions only $5,700 excused. 

5. Recycling for April 155 tons vs 146 tons last year.  

 

TOWN CLERK ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Information on Polling Locations and Early Voting for Financial Town Referendum ( FTR)  

Town Clerk Mello reminded the polls for the Financial Town Referendum (FTR) will be the VFW, 134 Shove St. 

for districts 3301, 3302 and 3304. Districts 3303 and 3305 will be at Countryview Estates Community Center, 

325 Hurst Lane and Districts 3306 and 3307 will be at Amicable Church, 3736 Main Road. Polls open from 7am 

to 8pm. Early voting at the Town Hall on Thursday May 16 and Friday May 17 from 8am to 8pm and on 

Saturday May 18
th
 from 8am to 4pm. Do need to have an ID.  

 

 

CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Town Administrator - Prospective Business or Industry 42-46-5(a) (6) – Industrial Park 

Town Solicitor – Litigation – 42-46-5(a) (2) – Quarterly Litigation Report 

 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chabot to enter into Closed Executive Session 

pursuant to 42-46-5(a) (6) – Prospective Business or Industry – Industrial Park. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Councilor Lambert made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chabot to stay in Closed Executive Session 

pursuant to RI General Law 42-46-5(a) (2) – Litigation – Quarterly Litigation Report. Motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

 The Council entered into Executive Session at approximately 9:20 p.m. 

 

The Council returned to Open Session at approximately11:15 p.m. 

 

OPEN SESSION: 

In Open Session President Roderick announced no action was taken in Closed Executive Session.  

 

 Councilor Pelletier motioned, seconded by Councilor Chabot to seal the minutes of Closed Executive 

Session. Motion passed unanimously.  

   

ADJOURNMENT: 

 Councilor Lambert motioned to adjourn, seconded by Councilor Gerlach passed unanimously. 

 

 Council adjourned at approximately 11:20 p.m. 

 

  

A True Copy. 

 

ATTEST:   _______________________________ 

                                Nancy L. Mello, Town Clerk 
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Town of Tiverton 

Policy for the Use of Facilities in Town Buildings 
 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Tiverton allows the use of certain available facilities in Tiverton Town buildings
1
 by all 

town, state, and federal boards; commissions, agencies, and officials; as well as individuals, and non-profit community groups 

and organizations. 

 

 IT IS HEREBY DECLARED, by the Town Council of Tiverton that the policy for the use of these Town facilities 

shall be as follows:  

 

A. GENERAL CRITERIA. PRIORITY - All town, state, and federal boards; commissions, agencies, and officials 

shall have first priority.  This shall include the Tiverton School Department.  Second priority shall go to Tiverton non-profit 

community groups and individuals.  Third priority shall go to non-Tiverton non-profit community groups and non-profit 

educational institutions holding individual events such as a public lecture or concert.  Use of these Town facilities shall NOT 

be allowed for businesses, individuals or groups desiring to make a profit or operate for personal gain or for regular recurring 

classes where tuition or fees are charged, even if provided under the auspices of a non-profit educational institution.  Within 

each priority category, Town facilities shall be available on a first come, first serve basis.  Facilities may not be reserved more 

than one year in advance, nor for more than one year at a time for recurring uses (e.g. monthly meetings). 

 

2. APPLICATION - All entities wishing to use a Town facility on a particular date must complete an application form 

and return it to the Town Clerk at least one week before the requested date.  All applications shall state the name of 

the facility that the applicant is requesting, and the nature of the use for which the applicant wishes to use that 

facility.  Exceptions may be made, at the discretion of the Town Clerk, for applicants who submit applications less 

than one week prior to the requested date. After reviewing the application, the Town will notify the applicant as to 

the availability of the requested facility. 

 

3. FEE AND DEPOSIT - Use of some of the Town facilities shall require a fee to cover the expenses of the Town in 

making the facility available, to be paid at the time of reservation.  A damage/clean-up deposit shall also be required.  

Applicable costs for particular facilities are enumerated in the Appendix attached hereto. 

 

4. REVIEW CRITERIA AND NON DISCRIMINATION - No Town facility may be used without prior approval from 

the Town.  Approval shall not be based on the race, gender, ethnicity, religion, wealth, or sexual orientation of the 

applicant, but rather shall, subject to this policy, be based on the availability of the facility requested, and the prior 

use history of Town facilities by the applicant.  The Town reserves the right to deny or cancel a facility request, if it 

has been determined (according to a decision of an appropriate Federal or State agency), that the requester has failed 

to comply with any applicable Federal and State laws with regard to discrimination, based on race, gender, ethnicity, 

wealth, or sexual orientation, against any participants in their respective program. The Town reserves the right to 

deny the use of a facility(s) if the activity is deemed inappropriate or may cause damage to the facility. 

 

5. PUBLIC SAFETY - If at any time the Fire Chief or Building Inspector should determine that any Town facility is 

not in compliance with the fire or building code, and generally unsafe for group occupation, then that facility shall be 

deemed unavailable for any and all group use.  All applications and requests to use a facility deemed unavailable 

under this section, whether pending or previously approved, shall be either denied, or revoked regardless of the 

status of the applicant, or the nature of the use applied for.   JUDSON STREET COMMUNITY CENTER SPECIAL 

REGULATIONS:  Due to the deteriorating physical condition of such building, the Town desires to limit the 

intensity of its use, and the Clerk is hereby authorized to limit the size and frequency of public groups using the 

building.  Groups of more than 10 people shall not be allowed for any frequent use of the building.  Due to the 

shared parking with the neighboring church, groups of more than 5 people shall not be allowed to use the building on 

a Sunday when church services are being held.    

 

6. NO ALCOHOL – There shall be no use of alcohol in any Town Buildings. 

 

7. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - In general, meetings are deemed to be open to the public.  Recognizing the lack of 

meeting room facilities in the Town, the Town will allow an applicant to hold meetings that are restricted to its 

                                                           
1
 This policy is intended for use of facilities inside Town buildings.  Use of athletic fields, beaches, and other recreational 

facilities are governed by existing policies and administered by the Recreation Commission. 
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membership.  Applicants wishing to restrict meetings to their membership must note such restriction in their 

application for use.   

 

8. NO ENDORSEMENT - Approval of an application to use a Town facility is in no way an endorsement by the Town 

of the policies and beliefs of the applicant, his or her members, or his or her group. 

 
9. GENERAL RESERVATION OF RIGHTS - The Town has the authority to modify or revoke an approved facility 

use if such modification or revocation is determined to be in the best interests of the Town of Tiverton.  Every effort 

will be made to locate suitable replacement facilities for any applicant whose approval for use of a Town facility is 

either modified or revoked under this Paragraph. 

 

B. INSURANCE AND INDEMNIFICATION 

 

1. All facility users shall carry $1,000,000.00 general liability coverage.  The Town will be listed as an additional 

insured on all policies.  Facility users must provide a Certificate of Insurance evidencing the $1,000,000.00 limit of 

liability in place. 

 

2. The Town is currently a member of the Rhode Island Interlocal Trust (the “Trust”).  Through the Tenant User 

Liability Insurance Policy (TULIP), the Town offers the option of purchasing insurance through the Trust.  Prices for 

insurance acquired through the Trust will vary depending on the applied for use, the size of the applying group, and 

the amount of time for which the applicant wishes to use the facility.  Information regarding TULIP, including 

pricing, and procedures for purchasing insurance through the Trust, is contained in the Appendix attached hereto.  

Purchasing insurance through the Trust is optional, and, in some cases, may not be the most cost-effective way to 

acquire insurance for use of a Town facility. 

 

3. The Town requires that all users sign a hold harmless and indemnification agreement prior to the use of a Town 

facility.  This agreement shall state that the user will not hold the Town responsible for damages suffered by the user 

during the use and that the user agrees to indemnify the Town for any and all costs arising out of the use of the 

premises by the user.  This agreement shall be submitted as part of the application process. 

 


